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Workshop on modern language
programmes in schools

HE Ministry of Education
and National Culture and the
Education Division together

with the European Centre for
Modem Languages of the Council of
Europe in Graz, Austria, last month
hosted & workshap, the first of its kind
in Malta, entitled *"The specification
uf objectives for learner autonomy
wnd cultural awareness within syl-
labus development at secondary
school level™ z

The workshop was co-ordinated by
Dr Antoinette Camilleri and was
upzned by Education Minister Evarist
Banolo, who stressed that schools had
10 be both attractive and interesting
for students, otherwise they risked
becuming imelevant and obsolete with
students switching off.

Mr Bartolo said there was an
urgent need to change cducational
material and methods used in schools.
Educational achievement was intrin-
sically linked 1o language proficiency.
Students who lagged behind in lan-
guage were later excluded from the
benefits of education, The theme of
the workshop was particularly rele-
vant 10 Malta at a time when the
nutional minimum eurriculum is
being revised.

In addition 10 the development of
the learners' communicative compe-
tence, modern language programmes
in schools should aim at developing
the students® progressive indepen-
dence of thought and action combined
with social responsibility, and their
uscceptunce of, and respect for, other
cultures,

A new paradigm of syllabus devel-
opment was introduced. Rather than
4 tap-down, centrally prescribed,
knowledge-based syllabus, this work-
shop proposed a negotiated, school-
or classroom-based syllabus with
<mphasis on leaming processes and
he students’ and teachers' involve-
‘ment to a high degree.

Since Malta's contribution 10 the
wea of modem languages within the
Council of Europe housed in
srasbourg has been going on for

cary, this Malta workshop has a his-
ory. The topic dealt with can itself be
inked 10 a Strasbourg workshop on
Language and culture awareness in
anguage learning/teaching (L2 and
-11 for the development of learner
utonumy (age 11-18)" which had
shen place in Malta in March 1996,

The overall gim could be deseribed
» 'the increase of respect for identity
ad cultural diversity, as an intrnsic
art of language learning'.

This is taking place within the -~
“umework of the Council of

urope und is centred around the

by Dr Antoinette Camilleri

following principles:

* The rich heritage of diverse lan- \
guages and cultures in Europe is a
valuable common resource 10 be pro-
tected and developed, and a major edu-
cational effort is needed to convert that
diversity from a barrier to communica-
tion into a source of mutual enrich-
ment and understanding;

» It is only through a batter knowl-
edge of European modem languages
that it will be possible 10 facilitate
communication and interaction
among Europeans of different mother
tongues in order to promote European
mobility, mutual understanding and
co-operation, ind overcome prejudice
and discrimination,

The importance of learner autono-
my as a philosophy and a methodolo-
gy of learning, includes raising the
learner’s awareness of his/her present
state of knowledge and skill and the
students' own setting of feasible and
worthwhile objectives; selection of
matenials; and self-assessment,

The short-term aim of learner
autonomy is 10 maximise the student’s
leaming at present, with & long-term
aim of preparing himself/herself for
future, lifelong leamning, The ability 1o
learn by oneself, to reflect on one's
own thinking and learning processes
(metacognition) is essential in a world
of continuous change. Formal school-
ing must therefore start a dynamic
process through which pupils are pro-
gressively weaned from their depen-
dence on teachers and institutions and
given the confidence to manage their
own learning.

Aims of the workshop

The workshop helped participants
1o leamn how to

* share their experience in the area
of syllabus development specifically
dealing with the introduction and
implementation of leamner autopomy
and cultural awareness;

* explore routes in the specification
of objectives for learner autonomy
and coltural awareness as a means for
syllabus development. Theoretical
input was provided by the animators
on syllabus development, taking
France and Slovenin as examples; and -
on the specification of objectives for
learner autonomy and cultural aware-
ness in syllabus development; a
debate on leamer autonomy also 100k
place serutinising the pros and cons of
this educational concept;

* engage in a research and develop-
ment phase by forming regional/

international networks. A special
interest was expressed by the Maltese
participants 1o form local, national
networks of collaboration, especially
as inter-school projects,

Emphasis was on the sharing of
information and knowledge between
the experts and the practitioners, on
group work and discussions, hands-
on experience within the Maltese

community, i.e, finding out about °

Maliese cultre and traditions center-
ing around Good F!'i'?f‘l" and Easter
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celebrations, and a simulation activity
of syllabus design. .
One of the most successful parts of
the workshop was the foreign partici-
panis’ experience of the Maltese com-
munity, The foreigners felt extremely
enthusiastic as they interviewed and
filmed Maltese people about their cul-
tural habits relating 1o this particular
time of the year, and also as they vis-
ited places of cultural, historical and
religious interest. I I
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Participants included 27 decision-
makers in curricular matters in the
area of modern languages at sec-
ondary school level from 27
European countries,

Twenty Maliese participants from
state and non-state sectors, and the
Faculty . of Education of the
University of Malta participated. The
workshop was condueted in English
and French with simultaneous trans-
lation,

Dr Antoinerte Camilleri is head
aof the Department of Arts and
Languages in Education within the
Faculty of Education a1 the
University of Malta. She published
various books like Bilingualism in
Education: The Maliese
Experience, Skuiuni, Ghanijiet
ghat-Taghlim tal-Malti fil-Primarjs
and Merhba Bik: Welcome 1o a
Caurse in Maltese for Foreigners,
Her research has been published in
international journals, She has co-
ordinated and animaied several
other Council of Europe workshops
relating to bilingual education, cil-
ture and language awareness and
learner autonom,

Other members of the organising
team included the animarars: Ms
Beria Kogaj, of the Minisiry af
Education, Nova Gorica, Slovenia: |
Ms Albane Cain, Instinue for
Natianal Research in Pedagogy.
Paris, France, and Dr David
Newby, Karl-Franzens Universiry,
Graz Maltese organisers included
Mr, Andrew Buhagiar, Director of
Education, Student Services and
International Relations, and Mr
Paul Antard, assistant director of
education. Mag, Josef Huber, direc-
tor of studies of the European
Cenire for Modern Languages, alsa
assisted. '




